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The effects of poverty on the youngest: detrimental to their future

Deprivation suffered by
the most vulnerable in
society – children –
compromises their

psychophysical development
damaging their growth. According
to the report issued by UNICEF and
the World Bank Ending Extreme
Poverty: A Focus on Children,
conducted worldwide, around 385
million children live in conditions of
extreme poverty. This report shows
that in 2013, 19.5% of children in
developing countries lived in

families that survive on less than 1.9
dollars a day. That is, over a fifth of
children under 5 years of age in
developing countries live in extreme
poverty. These conditions are often
also the cause of children being
abandoned. With long distance
support programmes this can be
avoided. By providing the children
with the opportunity to attend
school, receive one meal aday and
health care, we also support the
parents’ ability to raise the child in
their own country.

D

2 SPAZIO FAMIGLIA

WORLDWIDE Childhood and povertySPAZIO
FAMIGLIA

14
AFNonlus Half-year
information issue  -
Azione per
Famiglie Nuove
Onlus 
March 2017

Director 
Aurora Nicosia

Coordinator
Giovanna Pieroni

Contributors to 
this issue
Silvio e Daniela
Caccamo, 
Paola Iacovone,
Anita Leonetti,
Alberto Lo Presti,
Giulio Meazzini,
Barbara Pandolfi,
Paolo Perticaroli,
Giovanna Pieroni,
Marzia Rigliani,
Andrea Turatti

Graphic Design
and Art Direction
Alessandro Palmieri

Concept
AFNonlus - Azione
per Famiglie Nuove
Onlus

President
Andrea Turatti

Head Office
Via Isonzo, 64  -
00046 Grottaferrata
(Roma) Italy

Pagamento online
con carta di credito:
http://pay.afnonlus.org

The issue was closed
on 21 February 2017

Follow us on

www.facebook.com/
afnonlus

@AFNOnlus

www.youtube.com/
user/AFNOnlus

afnonlus MILLIONS OF CHILDREN



          

3MARCH 2017 SPAZIO FAMIGLIA

Editorial 

Participating… and smiling

Our commitment

We’re consolidating projects and initiatives already 
underway, and starting new ones, local solidarity networks

BYANDREA TURATTI 

n these last years, we’ve seen
numerous changes and mutations
in different areas. First of all the
development of long distance
support which, in partnership with
other local NGOs, allows to

continually improve the socio-economic
conditions of communities and make
them self-sufficient. The international
adoptions sector has also seen an increase,
with the promotion throughout the
country of the project Famigliedicuore, or

‘Families of the Heart’, which offers further
support to adoptive families.
With the aim of increasing momentum for
the initiatives already consolidated, we’re
adding the effort of launching new
projects, such as the projects of

international cooperation and training for
young people and families. The situation of
socio-economic precariousness of recent
years has lead us to look at Italy as well as
other parts of the world, which is why we
have extended our panorama to include
solidarity towards those close to us. I’m
referring especially to the project of
welcoming migrants and those in
response to the post-earthquake
emergency in central Italy. And also to
other initiatives that emerge in response to
local needs. Through these projects, we’ve
realised the importance of creating and
strengthening local networks. Whether it’s
family networks offering a home to
unaccompanied migrant children, or joint
purchasing networks for businesses
affected by the earthquake, or even
networks of adoptive families and
institutions to spread the culture of
adoption. Through collaboration between
different subjects, in fact, great objectives
can be pursued. Participation is what gives
strength to solidarity, through it we
become aware of the other’s needs and we
feel a desire to contribute to resolve issues,
even with a minimal contribution, within
each person’s abilities.
And not to be ignored is the solidarity of
simple every day gestures towards those
close to us. As Mother Teresa says: “We shall
never know all the good that a simple
smile can do.”

I
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A THREAD OF

«The situation of so
many children around
the world is
unbearable»

Long distance support Networks
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he long-awaited time
for retirement arrives

for Eric, who lives in Bel-
gium and has spent 37 ye-
ars teaching at an ele-
mentary school. After

working for a living with the
children, Eric asks what could
be done for those who did not
receive an education, for those
who live in difficult situations
and in distant lands. After all, all
children are equal, have the sa-
me curious eyes and the same
infectious laugh.
This is how, together with his
wife Lut, he decides to commit
his free time to solidarity ac-
tion. Eric, already a supporter
of a child, began to promote
the AFNonlus programs for
long-distance support. With
the help of the youngest of his
daughters, Maria-Laetitia, he in-
volved friends and acquaintan-
ces, helping to make more ali-
ve in each one the need to also
donate a small sum for a noble
cause. "For us, as for many peo-
ple, the situation of many chil-
dren in the world is unbeara-
ble: they are the first victims of
all violence and poverty," says
Eric.
The couple receive many op-
portunities and experiences for
thought: a young father from

T

  SOLIDARITYbyAnita Leonetti
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Long distance support Networks[ ]

Romania said that thanks to
long-distance support he was
able to finish his studies, which
have allowed him to get a job
and start a family. A woman
who has lived for many years in
Congo, being in contact with
the Petite Flamme project has
been able experience first-
hand the help that long-di-
stance support offers children.
These testimonials feed in Eric
and Lut the certainty of having
committed themselves to so-
mething big.
“Our dream,” says Eric, “was to
find at least 10 people over the
course of 2016 who would ta-
ke the step of supporting a
child. It seemed like a moun-
tain because in three years
we’d found only two suppor-
ters (namely us and my fa-
ther!).” But clearly the commit-
ment and time spent promo-
ting the news from the various
programmes paid off.
A couple decides to support a
Haitian child and to continue

the action of solidarity. Even
Eric and Lut’s children want to
do their bit. As well a man with
a friend of his, a nephew who
lives in Switzerland, glad to be
able to ''do something for hu-
manity'', a young couple of ne-
wlyweds, a businessman who
wants to support a child with
his company, a young dad, and
Lut’s parents who want to sup-
port a child while living in a nur-
sing home. And so on, so many
beautiful experiences around
this kind of support!
The projects for disadvantaged
childrenaround the world are
moving forward thanks to sup-
porters, their sensitivity and
their support.
In addition to Eric and Lut, we
also find Enzo and Fiorenza,
whose support has accompa-
nied Jessica, a Brazilian girl, for
most of her life. But assuming a
long- distance support means
above all to create a bond with
the child, athread of solidarity
that runs through the world to

We were certain 
we’d committed to something

great and miraculous

Eric and Lut with
their grandchield.
Below: Jessica

connect distant countries. Tha-
t's why now as an adult Jessica
wanted to contact her suppor-
tersfor Christmas, offering
them the best gift that can be
placed under the tree: the gra-
titude for a life redeemed from
poverty. J

Enzo and Fiorenza tell their story
It all began in Lugano in 1995… 

We have started a support in
Brazil to help little Jéssica: a child
who would become a part of our
family, despite the considerable
distance between us! Year after
year, she told us about her life.
Today she is happy to have found
her path: she attended the 

faculty of pedagogy and
collaborates with the school
"Magnificat", which she herself
attended. 
With this experience, we have
seen a new dimension in aiding
our fellow human beings and
including certain values of life.

BEYOND BOUNDARIES
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Marco Aquini, professor of International cooperation for development
at the Pontificia Università Angelicum, Rome, responds

by Paola Iacovone

3 QUESTION TO...

Which are the rights of
childhood in the emerging
countries?

The landscape of childhood
rights is very varied. Situations
of underdevelopment such as
internal conflicts or wider ones
shed light especially on the
fundamental rights of survival.
Therefore food, health, guidan-
ce and education are the basic
things a child needs to grow
up in an adequate manner.

How do long-distance
support projects work?
Long-distance support

projects focus particularly on
one fundamental aspect, edu-
cation. Giving instruments and
educational support to people,
especially young adults and
children, is fundamental for the
realisation of human beings
and therefore their rights. Only
if a person receives an educa-
tion can they be aware of what

their potential is. The approach
behind it is “working with” ra-
ther than “working for”. 
Working together, in fact, rein-
forces in the beneficiaries a sen-
se of dignity and creates frater-
nity and equality.

What’s the role of the
family?
As part of the considera-

tions on human rights, the fa-
mily remains a bit in the back-
ground, but it is clear that the
realisation of the rights of the
child and the person does not
occur solely by state interven-
tion, by the protection that is
afforded through regulations,
but also through the active
work of those fighting for the
defence and promotion of the
child’s development. The fami-
ly is the first subject we deal
with and for this reason its role
should receive greater consi-
deration.

1

2

3

Azimut – for solidarity  
Financial investments and social
responsibility

This important situation in financial
consulting has created Sustainable Equity
Trend, an investment fund that, in addition
to meeting criteria related to
environmental and social sustainability in
the choice of the constituents of the
instrument, also provides an opportunity
for subscribers to donate at a quarterly
coupon rate to a selected non-profit

organization.
By subscribing to solidarity

services, we can give back to the less
fortunate part of the generated wealth,
supporting projects we care about.
To join the initiative, you can request
information by emailing
info@afnonlus.org or
mauro.ventura@azimut.it

Italy Earthquake 
Latest updates

AFN’s commitment continues, alongside
AMU and other associations, to seek to
respond to the various needs in the areas
of Central Italy hit by the various
earthquake shocks. The RImPresa project
us underway and offers two possibilities:
to provide raw materials, small machinery
and infrastructure to companies, in order
to strengthen positive processes inspired
by the ethical principles of the civil
economy, encouraging the twinning with
other companies nationwide; promoting
the purchase of products from the
affected companies and reigniting the
local tourism, in the spirit of the economy
of communion. There are also plans being
considered to allow residents to maintain
the spirit of the community (to join:
www.bf-foundation.it/progetto-rimpresa).

FOCUS

The right to Childhood
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PROJECTS AFNonlus Around the World

Faced with
Humanity’s
needs
In addition to the long-distance
support programmes and
international adoptions, we carry out
projects in development and training
aimed at children and families with
actions in response to local needs

the project: Fare sistema
Sheltering migrants

Argentina

the project:Up2me
Young people’s education

the project: Famiglie di cuore
Support for adoptive families

Chile

Bolivia

Peru

Ecuador

Colombia

Algeria

Egypt

Italy

El Salvador
Guatemala

Mexico

Haiti

Dominican Rep. 

Venezuela

Brazil

Paraguay

Uruguay
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the project:On Your Side
Assisting sick children in Vietnam

the project:Housing
Post-typhoon Haiyan – Philippines

the project:RImPRESA
Post-earthquake in Italy

Israel

Ivory Coast

Congo
Philippines

Vietnam

Romania
Serbia

Republic of
Macedonia

Iraq

Thailandi
Cambodia

Kenia
Burundi

South Africa

Croatia

Bosnia and
Erzegovina

Albania

Poland

Lithuania

Russia

Nigeria
Cameroon

Indonesia

Myanmar

Angola

Lebanon Beirut
Jordan

Sri Lanka

India

Pakistan
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I’D LIKE TO
1967-  2017, fifty years ago
Chiara Lubich founded the
Famiglie Nuove movement,
delivering a bundle… 
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Family Horizons History Traits By Giovanna Pieroni
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Family Horizons History Traits[ ]

remember a true story,
which I have never forgot-
ten," says Chiara Lubich,
speaking to a group of
married Focolare couples
gathered at Rocca di Papa.
It was 19 July 1967, a spe-
cial meeting for partici-

pants, founding what would beco-
me many Focolares dedicated to the
family. Chiara puts the focus on an
episode that upset her: an American
mother with ten children turns out
to be suffering from cancer. Her hu-
sband paralysed, the anguish of ha-
ving to leave his ten children. At one
point, with new strength, she deci-
des to look for the families to entrust
them to. “I will let you one thing,”
Chiara continues in her speech, “so
many times in my life seeing these
little orphans, alone, I had a strong
desire to take ten, twenty, thirty un-
der my care and be their mother.” It’s
the desire to make emerge the mo-

vement of families that the stork can
deliver bundles to, with the desire
that many orphanages become em-
pty. “I entrust to you hundreds, I’d li-
ke to say thousands, of orphans and
let’s hope that over the years and
centuries, this desire of mine beco-
mes a reality.”
“Chiara has put in front of us a vast
horizon, entrusting humanity to us
as a family,” say Anna Maria and Da-
nilo Zanzucchi, among the first mar-
ried couples to the spirituality of the
union. The various initiatives which
the Movement has undertaken, with
the aim of enhancing the family, in-
cludes those helping alleviate disad-
vantaged children, realized through
the AFNonlus association.
"When Chiara spoke of abandoned
children in her keynote speech, the
perception of the phenomenon of
abandonment was not as present in
us,” explains Anna Friso, which saw
the birth of the long-distance sup-

portproject, and who has been re-
sponsible along her husband Albert
for New Families from 2008 to 2014.
“We simply realized there was a he-
art beating for these children wi-
thout a family and that the New Fa-
milies could take care of them be-
cause they were a family.” There we-
re many adoptions by couples who
didn’t have children, but also those
who did have children. Later, the war
broke out in Lebanon, which meant
a growing number of children in ne-
ed. “It was thought that the collabo-
ration would be to give them a fami-
ly, instead we were recommended
that children would not leave the
country, where they could be raised
by a grandparent, aunt, or someone
of the extended family that there
was urgent need for resources eco-
nomic.” This a support action was
born, which someone called someo-
ne called ‘sponsorship’, a practice
that is still widespread: “We could
not imagine where we would bring
this action. When you open to solida-
rity, it is solidarity that guides you.”
This experience raised a lot of enthu-
siasm and spread over time to Brazil,
and Asia, the Philippines, and later
Africa.
The birth of AFNonlus in ’98 makes it
possible to structure and give grea-
ter continuity to the activities, en-
hancing programs of long-distance
support and projects of cooperation
for development. Today, in support
of disadvantaged children, in 49
countries around the world there are

I«

A WORLD
EVENT

The ninth anniversary of
Chiara Lubich is dedicated
to the contribution of the
charisma of family unity.
The anniversary is
celebrated with events
around the world. At the
Loppiano event, Family
Highlights (10-12 March),
families from all over the
world take centre stage.
This will be followed by
training sessions for the

same participants (13-18
March at Castelgandolfo).
There will also be a
Symposium (10-12 March)
in collaboration with the
Sophia University, where
70 experts will meet to
discuss family issues,
proposing a specific study
centre is set up for this
area. AFNonlus is among
the promoters of the
project.
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almost 100 projects dedicating parti-
cular attention to children and their
families, to enable them to carry out
their educational functions.
“The most important work was that
developed by the staff onsite,” says
Anna Friso. “Economic support is
transformed into programmes of
training, food, dress, healthcare and
education. We try to make people
see that what arrives from internatio-
nal solidarity emerges from a princi-
ple of fraternity, being with people in

the community, reassuring them
that the process that is being propo-
sed is an efficient one.” At the same
time we highlight to sponsors the
need for the gift of education: in the
sense that in donating it is necessary
to enter into an attitude of mutual
discovery.
After the founding of New Families,
Igino Giordani journalist, politician
and a Focolare spouse, who contri-
buted decisively to the birth of the
project, wrote to Chiara: “You entrust

the family an explosive mission, a de-
ep change that families can start for
the world.” Family, the origin of the
good that there is in society, should
indeed be the basis from which to
start the renovation, the way out of
the tragedy and the suffering of hu-
manity. J

I ENTRUST TO YOUDOZENS,
HUNDREDS, THOUSANDS OF
ORPHANS AND HOPE THAT

OVER THE YEARS AND
CENTURIES, THIS DESIRE 

OF MINE BECOMES 
A REALITY
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Development cooperation

The Fate of    
Commitment in synergy with other social actors for                 

Human Rights by Alberto Lo Presti*
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     the Other
                  the promotion of a culture of fraternity

hen she recei-
ved the Coun-
cil of Europe
Human Rights
Prize in 1998,
Chiara Lubich
pointed out
the real con-

tribution of the Focolare Movement.
She explained that through projects
of cooperation for development
and other social
works, including re-
mote support, we can
help realise people’s
potential, as part of a
lifestyle which results
in respect for human
beings and their
rights. Chiara cited
during her acceptan-
ce speech the first ar-
ticle of the Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights: "All human
beings are born free
and equal in dignity
and rights. They are
endowed withreason
and conscience and should act to-
wards one another in a spirit of bro-
therhood", pointing out the roots of
universal fraternity that builds pea-
ce between individuals.
The affirmation of human rights is a

novelty of the 20th century. After
the catastrophes and conflicts
which ensued with the Second
World War, it became necessary to
rethink man and his prerogatives.
Human rights are a framework of
values and unassailable principles,
that no historical circumstances can
jeopardise. The AFN commitment,
together with that of the entire Fo-
colare Movement, is not only aimed

at preserving, protecting, and cheri-
shing human beings in every cir-
cumstance and in every culture in
which they might be, but especially
in the convergence of cultures, tra-
ditions , languages and histories, to-

wards the unity of the human fami-
ly. This results in relations of peace
between states, groups, peoples, the
protection of the common good,
solidarity, subsidiarity and fraternity.
On this basis, we also collaborate
with other social actors for the pro-
motion of values and principles
which are useful to the realization
of universal brotherhood. In this
sense, all solidarity actions, inclu-

ding remote support,
cannot be perceived as
a way to make appease
conscience and give a
bit of charity. At stake is
the realisation that the
fate of the other is of
great concern to me. I
must make their condi-
tion my own, develo-
ping those who are
placed in my own fate.
Fate is unique; it be-
longs to us: to look af-
ter the other's educa-
tion, their economic
sustainability, the edu-
cation of children and

adolescents, is to work for unity. J

*Professor of Political Theory and Social
Ethics at the Istituto Universitario Sophia di
Loppiano and of Social Doctrine of the
Church at the ISSR Mater Ecclesiae of the An-
gelicum of Rome

W
Children of the project

“Petite Flamme”, Democratic
Republic of the Congo
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alliance bet-
ween society
and the family
is in crisis", the-
se are the words of the Pope. But how
can we repair what has been broken?
From the conviction that the educa-
tional challenge will be overcome pri-
marily through the active involve-
ment of parents in the democratic
bodies of the school, was born "Immi-
schiati a scuola", or “Get Involved in
School”, a project launched by the Fa-
mily Associations Forum, in collabora-
tion with AGE (www.scuola.immi-
schiati. it).
The Forum, which AFNonlus adheres

to, proposes, through the Regional
Forum and provincial and local asso-
ciations, a course for parents who
want to be "inside" the school, not
theoretically, but actually taking part
in school life of their children. The trai-
ning course for parents, has three ob-
jectives: to bring the family to the
centre of the educational process; to
develop educational, cultural and trai-
ning projects, enhancing the educa-
tional role of the parent; and to call
for the commitment of civil society
on the issues of school and educa-
tion. The Forums involved include al-
so that of the Marche region, where
the project was also presented to the
General Director of Marche and was
left in different educational institu-
tions. In this territory, after concerns
for the safety of school buildings de-
termined by the recent earthquake, it
is even more urgent to sensitize pa-
rents to be active participants of the
school. Behind the initiative is the
idea that the educational rift can be
healed by taking small steps, which

tend towards weaving
relationships primarily
between the parents
themselves, through
which they can impro-
ve skills, setting in mo-
tion a real network of
solidarity that beco-
mes heritage for chil-
dren, young people
and families of the
class and of the whole
neighbourhood. 
We start, therefore,
with gradual relation-
ships between parents
who are at first intri-
gued, then interested,
and eventually "invol-
ved"! J

SCHOOL Families in the Limelight

Get Involved!
Parents get involved to contribute to the creation of
better schooling 

by Paolo Perticaroli AFN advisor and President of the Marche regional Forum

An initiative of the Forum
of family associations

which comprises over 400
national associations 

he questions that many pa-
rents ask themselves, from the
time when the children cross

the school threshold, grow in propor-
tion to the cracks in the "educational
pact", which, as mentioned by Pope
Francis, has been broken. "A rift has
opened up between the family and
society, between family and the scho-
ol; the educational pact today has be-
en broken and thus the educational

“IT’S NECESSARY TO
CREATE A SCHOOL
POPULATION, MADE UP
OF STUDENTS,
TEACHERS AND
PARENTS, TO HEAL THE
RIFT BETWEEN FAMILY
AND SOCIETY”

T
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International Adoptions The story

ADOPTING

In the face of difficulty, making their dream
come true: to be a family. One couple speaks of
their adoption experience

by Silvio andDaniela Caccamo
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International Adoptions The story[ ]

his is us. We are Silvio and
Daniela, parents of Roberto,
a wonderful boy who more
than receiving from us, gi-
ves us the joy of being able

to live our role to the full.
Adoption really consists of a reci-
procal pact in which we “adopt”
each other. On
the one side the
couple yearns to
make their family
complete with
the arrival of a
child, and on the
other, the child
who needs the
parental figures
in order to grow up healthy and de-
velop his full potential.
It’s true, the process involves many
difficulties, but what counts is to be
determined to achieve the final re-
sult: the joy of sharing cuddles and
kisses, and hearing words spoken to
“Mum and Dad”. The family home is
thus complete. A gesture of love,
adoption has realised the desire to
make each other complete. The hur-
dles and bureaucratic delays have
not been precluded us from achie-

ving our objective, rather, they have
strengthened our determination.   
As a mother, I’ve experienced my
particular “pregnancy” to the full.
The moment of “giving birth” saw
me and my husband overjoyed to
discover the attentive and curious
gaze of that eight-year-old boy,

who, leaving the
television aside,
came to meet us
stretching out
his hand to be-
gin a new adven-
ture as a family.
The first time, at
the hotel, we
could barely sle-

ep: our son was a little “parrot” who
repeated some of our phrases, wi-
thout knowing their meaning. 
As a couple, we decided to live as
much time as possible beside him
and be fully present, in his Country
of origin, in order to get to know his
habits, his uses and customs, his
character traits, and thus respond to
his needs and his aspirations.
The two months, before having him
at our home, went by very fast and
were of fundamental importance to
reinforce the emotional ties and,
especially, because he could learn
our language whilst we, minimally,
learned his. From the beginning our
child was integrated without diffi-
culty and the relationship with the
school was not traumatic thanks to
careful choices and to a truly excel-
lent and sensitive group of teachers.
Now he is no longer behind the
school desk, but at University stu-
dying IT.
We’ve always supported his choices
and in our capacity as parents, we
continue to be a point of reference
for a balanced growth. Based on our
experience, we highly recommend
couples who are considering it to
undertake the path of adoption
with tenacity and courage.

J

The step to
adoptions
A process in several
stages

In order to begin an
adoption process in Italy,
according to the
international adoption laws
in force in Italy (Laws 184/83
and subsequent
amendments 476/98 and
149/01), the couple must file
a willingness to adopt at the
Juvenile Court and, after a
consultation with the Local
Social Services, obtain the

Decree of Eligibility for
international adoption that
will allow, within one year
from the date of issue, to
appoint an approved
organisation to handle the
international adoption (for
more info
www.commissioneadozioni.it).
The process with AFNonlus
starts with a first contact and
an information session.
In addition to a head office
for the legal-bureaucratic
paperwork, there are six
branch offices in operation
offering preparation and
assistance to aspiring
adoptive couples, as well as
guidance and support for
adoptive families.

From the beginning of their
activities till now, AFNonlus, an
authorised organisation for
international adoptions, has
supported and completed the
adoption process of 827 families,
who have welcomed 1070 children
from 8 countries. Over the course of
2016 49 children were adopted from
5 countries around the world,
including 6 groups of siblings, aged
under 11 years and mostly of pre-
school age.
(adozioni.internazionali@afnonlus.org;
tel.: 0697608383)

In numbers
Adopting with AFNonlus: giving
a family to a child 

T
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FLASHThe initiative

A project to support adoptive families 

Families of the heart
doption is an
experience of growth
that is not exempt
from trying moments.
Doubts and questions

abound for adoptive parents
through their process. In order
to take care of the adoptive
family and help bring it out
within its social context as a
bearer of the profound value of
the gift of self, Famigliedicuore
is born. A project that offers free
support and guidance to help
families find the answers and
share the joys and challenges
that adoption brings.
In 2017 the project opens in
Campania its third year at the
request of the families
themselves. It begins also in

Calabria: in collaboration with
social services and due to the
need to train foster families, in
Cosenza a “foster help desk” is
opened as a place of meeting
and dialogue, run by AFN staff.
Trhough the crowdfunding
platform www.meridonare.it
(Fondazione Banco di Napoli) it
is possible to support this

project with small donations. 
It will be possible to search
online, click on the Donate
button, select the donation
amount, and scrolling down,
choose the payment method. It
is simple: we continue
#Famigliedicuore, raising
awareness in the people 
around us!

A

Listening help desk,
training sessions,

thematic workshops, and
“family cocktails” 

Offering free
support tools to

help families
share the joys

and challenges
that adoption

brings
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